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The first Social Innovation Park in Europe
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Social Innovation leaders have a long tradition of
collaborative projects but a business park fully
dedicated to this field has never been experienced
in Europe. The Social Innovation Park (Sl Park) is
hosted in the Greater Bilbao area of Northern
Spain. Consolidated social enterprises and
emerging innovation projects aiming to create the
new “Social Silicon Valley”. All of them benefits
from the new resources incorporated in this
initiative: the Social Innovation Laboratory
(Innovalab), MIT rapid prototyping lab (Basque Fab
Lab), the Social Innovation Academy and the Social
Enterprise Generator (LKRTEAM).
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EL Sip es un Espacio para crear empleo mediante entidades que satisfacen necesidades sociales de forma innovadora
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1.- INNOVALAB: Social Innovation Laboratory

Sl Park host within the last hand made tune boat in
the Basque region (see picture) a laboratory for
identifying emerging social tendencies (Innovalab)
applying participatory democracy methodologies.
Innovalab evaluates current social services provided
by the public administration to design and develop
innovative testbeds. Sl Park operates under an open
innovation framework, with membership annually
determining potential areas of laboratory research. As
a priority, Innovalab’s research is royalty-free to all
institutions present in Bilbao and it is associated to
the leading international networks of social innovation
laboratories.
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2.-Social Innovation Academy

Sl Park provides on-site training to bring fresh
ideas to services provided by third sector
institutions, organizations and enterprises. The
Social Innovation Academy will offer a
regularly-scheduled master and degree
programs in 2013-14.

Intensive training for civil servants and project-
based education are offered in Sl Park in
partnership with the Social Innovation Global
Academy project. (Young Foundation and
Rockefeller Foundation)
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LKRTEAM, Social Enterprise Generator

llaborating entities within the Sl Park offers the opportunity to

ubate new social enterprises and emerging tendencies identified by
» G-lab will encourage S| Park membership to launch new projects.

e new innovation entrepreneurs are trained, mentored, and evaluated
Sl Park staff, incorporating the know-how present in a privileged

cial environment.

Park also host a pilot project led by Denokinn to generate social and
operative enterprises under an innovative approach. Local institution
ows social income receptors to test new entrepreneurial initiatives
hout loosing their benefits. The LKRTEAM allows a large number of
all and medium-sized enterprises to be located in the park,

egrating related experiences successfully tested in Sweden and
nce.
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5- Vivero de empresas



A practical example.




Another example. Palliative care.

“To allow people the
deaths they want,
end of life care must be
radically transformed...”

Charles Leadbeater
Jake Garber






